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Undergraduate and graduates are invited to bring posters of 
their research to the Rhode Island Section’s 2014 Poster ses-
sion.  The audience will be friendly, informal, and enthusias-
tic.    Posters should be no more than 6 ft wide and 4 ft high.  
Please bring your poster mounted on a poster board. Easels 
will be provided.  To present a poster or for more details con-
tact Kathy Coppola at Providence College, kcoppo-
la@providence.edu or (401) 865-2379. 

The Poster Session and dinner will be held in the  
Slavin Center ’64 Hall.   
Please look for the signs once you enter the building.  
 5:45-6:00  Set up Poster 
 6:00-6:45 Poster Session and Reception 
 6:45 Dinner  
 7:20 Awards Presentations  
 7:30  Lecture by Professor Phillips 

Reservations should be made with Mrs. Kathy Coppola at 401-865-2379 by Noon on Friday, April 4.  The 
price of the dinner is $15 (and $5 for students). 
 

Coming April 24 at the University of Rhode Island 
The 2014 Alexander Cruickshank Lecture 

Dr. Dennis A. Dougherty 
The George Grant Hoag Professor of Chemistry 

California Institute of Technology 
The Cation-π Interaction in Chemistry and Biology 

3:30 PM, Pastore 122 
Chemistry on the Brain: Understanding the  

Nicotine Receptor, 
7:00 PM, Cherry Auditorium 

Coming April 30: Joint Meeting of the ACS  
Central Massachusetts and Rhode Island Sections  

at Waters Corporation  

Lecture by Dr. John A. MacKay of Waters Corp 

Advances in the Safety, Efficacy and Profiling of Critical 
Components of Natural Products for Medical Purposes  
Details will be sent out in early April. 
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Synopsis 
Chemistry is at the heart of most developments in science, 
but the general public and politicians in some countries, in-
cluding the UK, are generally less aware of this than they 
should be. In this presentation, devised for the International 
Year of Chemistry in 2011, a selection of illustrations is of-
fered of how research in chemistry has led to immense bene-
fits in the wealth, health, and environment of nations, over 
the past few decades, and projected into future scenarios. 
Almost all of this research was originally curiosity driven, 
and the need for competitive nations to support such ‘blue-
skies’ research is made. 

Examples will include ‘green chemistry’, and the need to 
devise different chemistries to reduce or eliminate environ-
mentally harmful solvent use. The requirement for novel 
catalysts using abundant elements instead of precious metals 
and ‘endangered’ elements will be highlighted. Some 
thoughts will be offered on alternative energy, including solar 
devices, reflecting the speaker’s lifelong interest in photo-
chemistry and photophysics. In healthcare, modern diagnostic 
techniques will be discussed, and brief mention made of the 
speaker’s own research into targeted photodynamic therapy 
of cancer.  

In passing some details of the Royal Society of Chemistry, 
and its current status and programmes will be imparted. The 
tone of the talk is light-hearted, but meant to inform and 
amuse 

Professor David Phillips1  
David Phillips was born in 1939 and educated in the north 
east of England at South Shields Grammar-Technical School 
(Boys) and at the University of Birmingham (BSc and PhD).   
He enjoyed postdoctoral experience in Austin, Texas, USA, 
and in Moscow, USSR, before joining the University of 
Southampton as a Lecturer in Physical Chemistry in 1967.   
He left as Reader in 1980 to become Wolfson Professor of 
Natural Philosophy, at The Royal Institution, subsequently 
becoming Acting Director 1986 and the Deputy Director 
1987-89. He then moved to become Professor of Physical 
Chemistry of Imperial College of Science, Technology and 
Medicine, University of London (now Imperial College Lon-
don) in 1989, Head of Department of Chemistry 1992-2002 
and Hofmann Professor of Chemistry 1999-2006. He was 
Dean of the Faculties of Life Sciences and Physical Sciences 
2002-2005 and Senior Dean 2005-2006. He is currently Sen-
ior Science Ambassador, Schools, Professor Emeritus and 
Senior Research Investigator. 

David Phillips gave the Christmas Lectures (jointly with John 
Meurig Thomas) on BBC TV in 1986-87 and many series 
abroad. He has broadcast for TV and radio on his research 
interests, popular science and the state of British science. He 
regularly gives 20-30 popular lectures per annum to schools 

                                                 
1 From Royal Society of Chemistry, 
http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/Governance/RSCCouncil/Counc
ilMembersBiography/DPhillipsBio.asp, accessed March 7, 
2014. 

and lay audiences and e-master classes to groups of schools 
in the UK and abroad, and exceeded this in 2011, the Interna-
tional Year of Chemistry.   He was awarded the RSC Nyholm 
Lectureship and Medal in 1994-95 for services to Chemical 
Education, the Michael Faraday Award of the Royal Society, 
London for public understanding of science. He received the 
OBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours in June 1999 for ser-
vices to science education and awarded the CBE in the 
Queen's New Year's Honours in January 2012 for his services 
to chemistry. 

He is the author of many books and research papers (some 
589 in all) in the field of photochemistry and laser research, 
and was awarded the prestigious Porter Medal of the Europe-
an, Inter-American, and Oceanic Photochemistry Societies in 
2010. He is a past Chairman of the DfES (Department for 
Education and Science) sponsored 'London Gifted and Tal-
ented' consortium promoting e-learning on the Managed 
Learning Environment for Gifted and Talented cohort of 
London School students from all 33 London Boroughs.  

He has served terms as Chair of the Education and Qualifica-
tions Board and member of RSC Council. He serves as Im-
mediate Past President until the AGM in July 2013. 

Outstanding Chemistry Majors Awards 
Each year the Rhode Island Section honors an outstanding 
major from each of the four-year chemistry, chemical engi-
neering and pharmacology programs in the state.  This year’s 
awardees will be the section’s guests at the Annual Poster 
Session at Providence College.  

Science Fair Award 
The Rhode Island Science and Engineering Fair will be held 
on March 15-16 at CCRI.  The RI Section ACS will present 
an award for an outstanding chemistry project in the senior 
division.  The award will be announced at the RISEF Awards 
night and presented at the April RIACS meeting. 

The 2014 Benjamin Peterson Award  
for Excellence in Teaching  

Secondary School Chemistry 
Presented by the Rhode Island Section of the 
American Chemical Society 
Each year, the Rhode Island Section of the American Chemi-
cal Society offers an award to a chemistry teacher at any pub-
lic or private school in Rhode Island in recognition of out-
standing teaching at the Secondary Level.  Through dedica-
tion, innovation and leadership, this person has inspired fu-
ture chemists, provided leadership to colleagues, and com-
municated chemistry to students and the public. 

It is our privilege to name this annual award for one of our 
members who has been a leader in chemistry education in 
Rhode Island.  Ben Peterson passed away at the age of 90 and 
was a living example of what a true scholar does – constantly 
re-inventing himself and reaching out to the scientific com-
munity.  He mentored many of us during his lifetime and left 
a considerable legacy of excellence in chemistry education 
that continues. 

http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/Governance/RSCCouncil/CouncilMembersBiography/DPhillipsBio.asp
http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/Governance/RSCCouncil/CouncilMembersBiography/DPhillipsBio.asp


 
 

 

The criteria for excellence include:  the effectiveness with 
which the teacher facilitates the understanding of  chemistry 
concepts, the innovative techniques used to help students, and 
his/her interaction with students, both academic and extra-
curricular. 

The selected teacher will be officially honored at the May 
Annual Meeting held by RIACS.  The presentation will in-
clude a framed certificate and a cash prize. 

A nomination form is available at this link.   The application 
must include a letter of recommendation.  A brief resume for 
the nominee may be attached (or will be requested after the 

form is received).  Additional letters of recommendation or 
other materials may also be submitted.  Previous recipients of 
an RIACS award for Teaching Excellence are not eligible.  It 
is preferred that you return items by email. 
All materials must be returned by April 15, 2014 to Kathleen 
Siok  (kathys5@cox.net)  
86 Spring Road 
North Kingstown, RI  02852 
401-885-1608 

 
 

 
Rhode Island Section Officers for 2014 

 
Kathleen Siok, Chair 
86 Spring Rd, North Kingstown, RI 02852-1650 
(401)885-1608 
kathys5@cox.net 
 
Dale Roberts, Vice Chair 
61 Swan View Ln, North Kingstown, RI 02852 
(401)262-9251 
droberts30@live.com  
 
Susan Meschwitz, Secretary 
12 Finch Lane, Saunderstown, RI 02874 
(401)295-1611 
smmeschwitz@cox.net  
 
Glenn Thompson, Treasurer 
33 Lawton Foster Rd S, Hopkinton, RI 02833 
(401) 212-6234 
gthompso2@juno.com 
 
Peter Bonk, Councilor  
27 Saratoga Avenue, Westerly, RI 02891, 
(401)  823-2025 
peterjbonk@gmail.com  
 
Louis Kirschenbaum, Alternate Councilor  
University of Rhode Island 
(401) 874-2340 
kirschenbaum@chm.uri.edu  
 
Editor, Fission Product 
James G. Magyar   
Physical Science Department, Rhode Island College  
Providence, RI 02908-1991 
456-9697, FAX 456-8396, jmagyar@ric.edu  
 
 
 

Members-at-Large of the Executive Committee  
 
Paul Czech   
  401-865-2476 pczech@providence.edu 
 
Elaine S. Magyar  
  456-9747 emagyar@ric.edu 
 
Herb Katz (2009) 
  (401) 942-4832 
 
Glênisson deOliveira (2011) 
  (401) 456-8909 gdeoliveira@ric.edu  
 
Paul Williard 
  401-863-3589 Paul_Williard@Brown.edu 
 
Michael Gray 
  mgpssusa1@aol.com  
 
Mark Zell,  
  (734) 424-9727 zellm_98@yahoo.com 
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